
One Momentous Question
Is Aswered by De Mille

producers Need New Ideas and Pay Vast Sums for
Them, Even Though They Change Them

Beyond Recognition
Just because we sit in the theaters

each Sunday and Monday and see the
new pictures and then write what we
7w.7r «. oí them every one asks of us

these two questions: "Why do the pro¬
ducers pay fabulous sums for stories
by well known authors and then write
them all over and change everything?"
and "Why do they nay a fabulous sum
for a story or play and, after chnng-ing
it completely, change the title. Where
is the sense In it?" The last, question
has never been answered to our satis¬
faction, but Cecil De Mille offers an

explanation of the first phenomenon.
Listen, My Children,
And Ye Shall Hear
"Because what I buy in the story is

the idea. The form is rarely adapt¬
able -for motion picture production.
Most of the critics who censure me for
making material alterations in both
form and title of the literary material
that I have used in the making of
photoplays disregard one important
fact: The photophay is a separate and
distinct artistic form. It is just as

different from a stage play as the lat¬
ter is from a novel." says Mr. De
Mille.
"Furthermore, a photoplay must be

universal in its appeal, otherwise it
fails both ertistically and financially.
It must speak in a language that the
laborer and the college professor can

understand. The novelist or the stage
dramatist is not dependent upon uni¬
versal favor. A stage play is a suc¬

cess if it enjoy«- a run of favor in a

half dozen of the large cities of the
country, but a motion picture rcckors
its audience in millions. This fact
must be taken into consideration when
adapting a novel or play for the screen.

"And there are many, many sta*.-"
plays and novels which boast of ex¬
cellent ideas, but which cannot be
translated literally into the terms of
a photoplay. Such a story is 'The
Affairs of Anatol,' by Arthur Schnitz¬
le: As a stage play it served as the
starring vehicle for one of America's
foremost stars and it has delighted
Continental audiences in every capi¬
tal of Europe.
Schnitzler's Idea
Nucleus of Picture
"But Schnitzler's play really con¬

sisted of a powerful dea set forth in
brilliant, scintillating dialogue. Un¬
fortunately, dialogue does not photo¬
graph. Only the idea was adaptable
for the screen.

"So I purchased the film rights tö
'The Affairs of Anatol.' I pan! a good
many thousand dollars for that lea
for that was all of the story that 1
could use. I turned over this idea to
Jeanie Macpherson to scenarize. The
scenario that she wrote around the idea
is practically an original story. But
it conveys in photoplay terms what
Sehnitzler conveyed in terris of the
spoken drama.
"The idea was Schnitzler's. It would

be manifestly unfair to take ere f
it <*r to credit it to Miss Macpherson.
Or the other hand, Miss Macpherson''*!
story is an original conception, centered
around Schnitzler's idea. It would be
l':st as unfair to Mr. Sehnitzler to
credit him with the authorship o: the
scenario as it would be to deny him all
connection with it. Yet the screen

production of 'The Affairs of Anatol' is
Mr. Schnitzler's theme, presented in
an original form by Miss Macpherson's
craftsmanship.
Business as Usual
During Alterations

"If I had not purchased the screen

right:; to Mr. Schnitzler's play I would
have been guilty of plagiarism. Put if
I had produced his play literally 1
would have turned out one of'the mont

stupid pictures that ever failerl before
the public of the world. I do not mean
that hn wrote a stupi«! play. Í only
mean that his play would have made e

stupid photoplay if it had "been trans¬
ferred literally to the screen. What hi
could say in dialogue we must say ir.
pantomime and action. There is a vast
difference between the twn methods
and alterations are essential if we arf

to succeed in 'putting over' the tmlj
valuable idea which was the basis 01
the Sehnitzler success."
"The Affairs of Anatol" is a real

Scat's Wfiat tn Jleto for_ C&tatew
ASTOR."The Detour." Drama of rural life.
BIJOU."March Hare.." A study in temperament.
BOOTH -"The Green Godde.«..." Artîss m melodrama.
RROADHIRST.See new theatrical offerings.
CASINO."Tangerine." Julia Sanderson in musical comedy.CENTURY.-"The Last Waltz." Musical comedy, with Eleanor Painter.CENTURY PROMENADE."The Mimic World." Revue.
COHAN.See new theatrical offerings.
COMEDY."The Triumph of X." tudy in the unknown quantity of love.CORT."Sonny Boy." Hobart. melody play.
ELTINGE.See new theatrical offerin,7S.
FORTY-EIGHTH STREET."Sonya." Violet Heming and Otto Kruger..'RAZEE "Dtrtey." Comedy of br.mide.
FULTON."Lüiorr.." Theater G.'1«! production.GAIETY.See new theatrical offerings.GARR1CK "Mr. Pim Passe» By." A. A. Milne comedy.GLOBE."Ziegfeld K.llíei of 1.21."HARRIS."Six Cylinder Love." Erae.t Truex in comedy.HiPPODROMK.Se. new theatrical offerings.HUDSON.Se. new theatrical offeringa,K.LAW."Nice P-e-p)*." Eranri.». Larrinore in Rachel Crothers's eomedy.LIBERTY.George White's "Scandal*, of 1921."LITTLE.Tb« Kirnt Year." Frank ("raven in his own comedy.LONGACRE."Nobody*« Mar.«--.." Wallace Eddinger in comedy.HENRY MILLEFi."The Scarlet Man." Farce.MOROSCO.'The Bat."' Thrilling mystery p;ay..NATIONAl...«. fn-vr theatrical offerings.NEW AMSTERDAM- "Saüy." Ziegie!.1» musical comedy production.NORA BAVES.'Just Married." A farce comedy.PEAYHOI'HE."Personal Ity,"
PLYMOUTH.Se« B««r 'h«-_tHca! offerings.PRINCESS."The Mas« of Hamlet."
REPUBLIC "Getting G_rrti< ¦ Garter." A. H. Woods ftrcf.SHf KER7. ¦¦< ¦« -. theatrical offej ngiSIXTY-THIRD STREET."ShuflS. Alo,,* All colored m.lange.THIRTY-NINTH S7 KEE'i '1 I <¦ S'lghi ( ,¦ Mystery play.TIMES SQUARE."Honor" At« Even.' William Court«.nay and Lola Kí.her.T&VtS HAI.L."Put htm Take." All-colored r«vueW7NTER CARDEN."The Whirl oí .New York." Musical revue.

[ eight-reel, all-star production, with
(¡loria Swanson, Wallace Reid, Bebe
Daniels, Wanda Hawley, Elliott Dexter,
Theodore Roberts, Agnos Ayres, Monte
Biur, Juila Faye, Raymond llatton,
Polly Moran and Theodore Kosloff.
And now away to the Rivoli to see if

Mr. De Mille is telling the. truth.
ILL'.

Clifton to Do Sea Story
Elmer Clifton has started work on

his first independent production. It
will be a '«ig spectacle film founded
on a sea story of the thrilling career

of the whaler. Mr. Clifton has been
at work several weeks at New Bedford,
Mass., with a staff of technical aids.
The story, written around the whaling
industry, is by J. L. E. Pell. The cast
has not yet been announced.

¡^i)aöuu)ß on
Clje Screen

Anita Loos has returned to New York
after a week's visit in Ohio, where she
sought inspiration for the titles of the
new comedy "Good for Kotking" for
Constance Talmadge. She ¡««ft no stone
unturned, as the new picture is a small¬
town comedy.

Marian Heist, winner of n beauty
contest held recently by "The Philadoi-
phia Public Ledger," has been engaged
by Harry F«apf to play in "Her Daugh-
ter-in-Law," starring Vera Gordon. Miss
Heist is a Philadelphia girl and will
make her first bow to screenland in the
Gordon pictures. William Nigh is di¬
recting.

"The Secret of the Hills," Tony
M« reno's new picture, is laid in Lon¬
don and it is full of fop scenes. Ches¬
ter Bennett, who directed the picture-,
didn't care to take the whole' company
to London, so he invented a way to
bring fog to California. He is not the
first director to envelop his plot in
fop, but he is the. first who has admit¬
ted it.

Mildred Arden, daughter of the late
Edwin Arden, has a part in "Sisters,"
the Kathleen Norria story which Albert
Capallani is directing for Cosmopolitan.
Tom Guise and Robert Schabie have
also been added to the cast, which in¬
cludes Seen,-; Owen, Gladys Leslie, l!itr
Moore and Joe Kinp.

Richard Barthelmess's second star¬
ring picture will be directed by Henry
Kinp, who has just completed direction
of Barthelmess in "Tol'ble David."

Frederick Burlingham, the explorer,
whose adventure pictures sre to be re-

leased next month by the Truart Film
Corporation, says for strange sights
and genuine thrills one should go tn
Borneo.
Borneo is the third largest island

With ¿he Broacfway Picture Houses'

in the world, the interior of which re-

mains unexplored. The savages, how¬
ever, are friendly, even if they do use

blow-pipes and poisoned arrows and
occasionally cut off each other's heads.
The first release is entitled "A

Borneo Venice.' "

George Cooper has« been selected by
Res rngram for the rôle of Mugsy
"Turn to the Right," the stage success

by Winchell Smith and Jack Hazzard,
which is shortly to go into production
at Hollywood. Others selected for the
cast are Alice Terry, Edward Connelly,
Jack Mulhall and William Beltcher.

"The Jail Bird" has been select« a

n title for the forthcoming Hal Roach
comedy, featuring "Snub" Pollar '.. and
has been scheduled for release by
Pathé next week.

George Randolph Chester, author and
collaborator with his wife in both th«
written and screen version of "The 7 on

of Wallingford," used to write jokes
for "Life," "Judge" and other cornil
weeklies at 77 cents per wheeze. So tl ei

is »till hope for those humorists who
think they are underpaid. As. Dulcy
says: "There's always room at the
top."

"little ¡.ord Fauntleroy1' is at. last
finished in its picture form, It is ¡VTarj
Pickford's production and lias taken
several months in the making. Miss
Pickford will ro.st. for a time befon
starting another story.

Joseph Hergesheimer is writing rhe
titles for "Tol'ble David," Richard Bar-
thelmess's new picture.

Vaudeville
PALACE Harry Carrai!, in "Varie-

tics of 1921," staged by Leon lürrol,
rat s the bill. Gra :e (à (her, the

Bennetl Twins an«! Harry Laughlin
are featured in this act. Other num
bers on the program arc May Tully,
in "Parlor, Bedroom and Bath 3

..ny Burke, in "Drafted"; rrving
and Jack Kaufman, the Wiltons, S.
B. Maddock ami Lidell and Gibson.

RIVERSIDE Josephine Victor share-«'
honors wir}« Whipple ami Huston.
O¿tiers who appear nre Reynolds and
B ..egan, Joe Darcey, Lang coal Ver
non, Harry Kahne, Miller and Cap
man and «"orrndini's Animals.

EIGHTY-FIRST STREET ]\-^n Bank-
off, dancing «otar, head* the vaude-

ville. Tho picture is Norma Tal-
madge, in "The Sign on the Door."

FORDHAM.First half of week: Bobbe
and Nelson, Jod Doolcy, "Moonlight,"
The Fifers, Primrose and Abbott, and
John and Nellie Olms, with "Tha
Man of the Forest" for the film.
Las' half: Ben Welch, Duval and
Little, Flarriel Rempel, and Frank-
War«1.. M "lg.- Kennedy ¡n "Mary, Be
Careful," on the screen.

HAMILTON First, half of week: Har¬
riet Rempel, Roger Dixon, Duval and
Little and Frank Shields. "The Man
of the Forest" is the screen feature
throughout the week. Last half:
William Ebs, Jack Trainor, Ferrari
an«! Dennis Sharkey, Roth and Wi if
and Alfred Farrell,

LOEW'S AMERK AN "Put and Take,"

At the Ceñirá! TV.tr««, Broadway nt 47th Street, CARLLAEMiMU. will present for (he first lime on any «creen theAmtuing Slcrv of "Fanny Herself," by Edna FVrher. thestory that had 2,000.000 reader». A HEART-PICTURE ifthere ever was our.. trenif.Jous photo-drama ot Joy.-, an«!Sorrow«, ¡eau nnd 1 numphs. of Mighty Sacrifice and HugeEndeavor.presented with marvelous realism in perfeel set¬ting».\aur kin.' of a movie. Directed by Tod Browning, theman who made "Outside ihr Law." Universal Jewel de Luxe.

SEE
IT
SURE

KEEPTUE DATE
mext*unmy mmr
CENTRALTMEATQEBROADWAYS A7ruSTREET

a miniature musical comedy, heads
the vaudeville for the first half of
the week. Fatty Arbuckle, in "Crazy
to Marry," on the screen. Last half
Kalaluki's Hawaiians on the stag'1,
with "Dream Street" for the film,

MOSS'S BROADWAY Solly Ward end
Marion Murray in "Babies," Murray
Kissen, Stan Stanley, Mason and
Shaw, Donald Sisters, Robo*' nJ
Bayne, Celtes Brothers and Bur' and
Rosedale form the vaudeville. The
film is Harold Lloyd's "Cet Out and
Cet Under."

PROCTOR'S FIFTH AVENUE First
half of week: Spencer and Williams,
Tom Kelly, Burns and Fre«ia, Nella
Webb, Seven Bracks, Ferrari and
Dennis, Stuart ami Harris. Last If:
Sam ^.sh, Four Ford-, Burt Fitzgib
bons, Klasa and Brilliant, Do ilcy an

Casey, Smith and Howard and Billy
Bounce r's Circu:

PROCTOR'S TWENTY-THIRD STREET
First, half of week: Byron and

Fierce, Gosier and Lusby, Frank Sa-
bini, Maude Ryan, Drummond and
Saxon and Teshow's Cats. The pic¬
ture is "The Man Worth While."

PROCTOR'S FIFTY-EIGHTH STREET
First half of week: Jane Shirley.

Adolphus, Beatty and Evelyn, Semon
and Conrad, David Quixano and Car¬
roll and Urban, with the picture,
"The Man of the Forest." Last half:
Tarsr.n, Frank Sabini, Welles and

Doug and Mary Here for
"The Three Musketeers"

Dumas Masterpiece To Be Presented To-day at
Lyric Theater in De Luxe Film; Fair¬

banks as D'Artagnan
"The Three Musketeers," upon which

he spent six months of his efforts and
an unprecedented amount of money,
.will be opened by Douglas Fairbanks
personally in >.'cw York with Sunday
night's performance at the Lyric The¬
ater. Mary Pickford, wbo has come

East with him for the premiere, will
also be present.
In "The Three Musketeers" Douglas

Fairbanks ha-« completed the most am¬

bitions motion picture of his career.

He had long looked forward some day
to film the Alexandre Dumas master¬
piece in a Eurapiuous style and to play
the brilliant hero, D'Artagnan, accord¬
ing to his own conception of tbe rôle.
He has now produc«.i a screen drama
of which he is frankly proud. It will
be presented as a show in itself, of
twelve-reel length, and will be staged
in a manner befitting its importance in

Montgomery, Challen and Keke, Ross
Roi -, with "Mary, Be Care-

I." on the screen.

PROCTORS 125TH STREET First
half :' week: William Ebs, Elm City
Four, Brownlee's Rube Band, Hart
and Rose, Dallas Walker and "Profit¬
eering." The picture is "The Man of
the For st."

Brooklyn Theaters
MAJESTIC."Love Birds," with Pat
Rooncy and Marion Bent, '."pens the
season,

MOXTAUK.Frank Baron, in "Light-
nin'," is the opening attraction.

ORPHEUM .Robert Emmett Keane
and Claire Whitney top the bill,
which includes Gallagher and Shean,
Maud Powers, Frances Pritchard,
Clara Jouard, Haig and Lav« re and
others.

NEW BRIGHTON.Bert Errol, James
B. Donovan, Courtney Sisters, Kra¬
mer and Boj and Princess Radjah,
all headl ¡ne ¦::.. w ith the S«
Trio 77.; ;',. Pekin Troupe of foot
jugg rs, form the bill.

BUSHWICK Emma ''am« and "Chic"
Sale di 7. the t p m ;-onors. Wy-
lie a, ::.¦ lan, Ryan and Bronson
Ruth Bud«!. George Morton, Newport
and Pearson and others also appear

LOEW'S METROPOLITAN .D. W
Griffith's "Dream Street" will be the
film throughout the week. The
ville for the first of the week ;..
headed by Kalaluki's Hat. aiian s.

STRAND.Wallace Reid, in "The Hel:
Diggers," is the feature. A Tooner-
ville Trolley comic and the Vestofl
Serova ballet are other attractions.

special engagements in all the larger
cities of the country. In New York it
will be seen some weeks sooner than
any-w!.<\_e rre.

Per the special engagement at .*¦
Lyric Theater Joseph Plunkett, ma.iRf>ing director of the Strand, is j-
charge. He has arranged a de luxe
presentation which includes » special
musical score by Louis F. Gottschalt
an original prologue by Edward Knob-
lock, dramatist and adapter of the
story for the film, and a high art {»t.
ting by John .Wenger. The orchestra
will he under the direction of Mr. Gei¬
seln !k. Th_ prologue, «< part cf the
picture and intimately related to the
storj subject, will be spoken by Stephen
Wright, an actor who himself has played
Richelieu in a stage version of "The
Three Musketeers."
A cast «>f 136 persons, not counting

mobs, technically and artistically p-r.
tentious sets, and a wealth of costucie
are promised. A dashing sequer.ee -.'
action in highly dramatic episodes has
been striven for by Fairbanks and by
Knoblock and by Fred Niblo, the direc¬
tor. An atmosphere of .:.-¦ luxe produc¬
tion marks "The Three Musketeers."
Its principals include, besides I'^ugias
Fairbanks as D'Artagnan, 'he follow¬
ing: Leon Barry, as Athos; George
Se-.frmar.n. as Porthos; Eugene "alette,
as Aramis; Thomas Holding, as Buck¬
ingham; Nigel de Brulier, as the Car-
dinal; Mary MacLaren, as the Queen;
Marguerite dà la Motte, a? Constance'
Barbara le Marr, as Milady; Boyd Ir¬
win, as De Rochefort; A3.. Iphe Menjou
as Louis XII!.
Among the sets are the King's hall

ef state, Buckingham'« palace, stree'o
in seventeenth century Par
Louvre, the inn at Meung, Ar.ne of
Austria's boudoir, a ship, a water gate
on the Seine, a shin's cabin, th» in¬

terior of a huge tavern in Paris, water¬
fronts and shipping on the Channel,
D'Artiurnan's home, the hoirie of the
Three^lusketeers, the Hal', a:' toe Mus¬
keteers, the Cardinal's palace, the
Bonacieux home and many others moie
or less familiar to Dumas fans.

In Picture Theaters
CAPITOL.Clara Kimball Young in

"i large It." presented by Harry
Garson, is the feature. ["he music
program has selections from "Car¬
men." an cria fron on and
Delilah," sung by Helena Mai
a hauet number, "Rendezvous

CENTRAL "Thunderclap," a William
Fox

CRITERION "1
wit h the tp tal program and
11 music cha ¦¦.

FORTY-FOURTH STREET Tl Tex
Rickui d picture of thi
Carpentier light nrc

t inuou ly.
LYRIC- First si
Musketeers," with Dougla

PARK "Perjui v." a W

conl
RIALTO.Thomas Meighan ¡n

r.s." a Para
Pet« ¦.

for a secoi d weel
edy, "Hard Knock Tap:.''
a' o remains. The music program
features instruí tita a aa

vocal numbers.
RIVOLI."Room an3 -¦. Real-

art picture ith Co
is the chief attract!
.a.: ( ..-. ¡g ester's 'R« ady
Serve," in which Snooky, the traino'i
chimpanzee, figures. The
ranges from "La Gioconda" to Lang's
"Irish Love Song."

STRAND.The George Arliss picture
"Disraeli" is hel<! over for a second
week. The engage] ent of "Sen-
nade" is postponed.
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